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- about me: 
- Paul van Wijk 
- epidemiologist, infection control practitioner  
- published on handling of blood exposure accidents, thesis on the 

subject and doctorate in 2009.  
- worked as senior inspector for Dutch Health Care Inspectorate 

- spoken in Dublin in March 2013 about Dutch situation before the 
implementation of the directive 

- directive was already implemented in 2012 in Netherlands 
- there was an estimated 13-16.000 accidents in the Netherlands and 

15 per 100 hospital beds  
- current figures unknown 
- national report on the use of safety devices 
- conclusion was: more needs to be done, yet no alternatives for 

many sharp devices,  
- What happened so far:



Number of blood exposure 
accidents in Netherlands

Extrapolation of National Hepatitis Centre 
2007: 

• 13-16,000 yearly (total) 
• 15 (9.9 – 17.6 ) per 100 hospital beds 
• No data from 2020 
• One large organization handles Blood 

exposure accident outside hospitals 
(PrikPunt) 

• www.hepatitis.nl 
• van Wijk et al. Differences between hospital- and community-acquired blood exposure 
incidents revealed by a regional expert counseling center. Infection 2006;34(1):17-21.

http://www.hepatitis.nl/


Current situation in The 
Netherlands 

• Low prevalence of HBV, HCV, HIV 

• National protocol on blood exposure 
accidents since 2007 

• Accidents are categorized in high and low 
risk accidents.. 

• Vaccination HCW at risk for HBV
van Wijk PT, Schneeberger PM, et al. Occupational blood exposure accidents in the 
Netherlands. Eur J Public Health. 2010 Jun;20(3):281-7. 
www.rivm.nl, https://www.atlasinfectieziekten.nl/hepb 

http://www.rivm.nl/
https://www.atlasinfectieziekten.nl/hepb


Legislation

Directive 2010/32/EU 
implemented in Occupational 
Law: 

• Employers must provide a 
safe working  environment 

• Use of safety devices where 
and whenever possible

http://www.arboportaal.nl



Monitoring follow up of the 
directive

1. By Dutch Labour Inspectorate 
• Ministry of Social Affairs has strongly promoted 

the directive 

• Regular safety inspections by labour 
inspectorate take place in health care facilities 

• Survey was conducted to measure adherence 

• In 2014 check on hospitals by Labour 
inspectorate (Inspectie SZW)



Monitoring follow up of the 
directive

2. By Health Care Inspectorate 

• Subject in regular inspections of health care 
providers: 

• Use of safety devices. 
• Vaccination of HCW 
• Safety climate



Follow up HBV and HCV 
carriers

• There are +/-120 HBV and HCV carriers in the 
Netherlands who have exposure prone professions 
(ic surgeons, dentists) 

• They are being monitored by a group of specialists 
and have to report viral load every 3 months 

• Above certain levels they are not allowed to work. 
• Health Care Inspectorate supervises and can take 

measures



Data from PrikPunt
• Data from demonstrate that despite 

regulations accidents still exist: 

reported accidents 2020 

 
source: PrikPunt 2020



Data from PrikPunt
• Data from demonstrate that despite regulations 

accidents still exist: 

reported accidents 2020 

 
• lack of concentration and unsafe practice were the main 

reasons mentioned by the injured HCW’s 
source: PrikPunt 2020

high risk
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More focus should be placed 
on:

• The total package of measures to ensure 
safer working: 
– Banning of recapping 
– Introduction of safety devices  
– Adjusting safe working practices 

(procedures) 
– Training and instruction 
– Getting used to new materials and 

methods…



Points of interest

• There are still no safe alternatives for all 
current sharp devices (dentists!) 

• Smaller organizations keep struggling with 
the implementation. 

• Home health care providers not always use 
safety devices





Conclusions

• Directive was implemented in occupational law 
• There was a lot of promotion by the government 
• Most organizations have implemented safe working 
• conversion is not (yet) completed 

• The process is on-going because new (safer) 
devices will be developed 

• Inspectorates should continue supervise points 
above



Thank you


